To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  Ihe  RADSTOCR  URBAN  DISTRICT  COI'NCIL 
in  GENERAL  M EETING  assembled  1 8 ///  March ,  1921. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

Lor  the  \ear  Ending  December  31st,  1920. 


Gentlemen, — 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  9th 
annual  report  on  the  Sanitary  conditions 
and  health  of  the  district,  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1920. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  TDK  DISTRICT. 

Area  of  District. — 997  acres. 

Physical  Configuration.- — The  district  is 
situated  on  the  main  Bath — Wells  Road, 
eight  miles  from  the  former  and  twelve 
from  the  latter  city.  The  district  is 
intersected  by  two  valleys,  the  River 
Somer  flowing  through  the  larger  valley. 
The  centre  of  the  Town  occupies  the 
larger  valley  and  is  thus  surrounded  by 
high  ground. 

Geology. — Lias  formation  on  the  new 
red  sandstone. 

Occupations. — Coal  mining,  wagon  re¬ 
pair  works,  saw  mills,  brewing  and 

farming. 

Population. — The  population  at  the  last 
Census  (1911)  was  3,691.  The  present 
practice  is  for  each  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  receive  from  the  Registrar- 
General  details  of  the  population  of  his 
district,  estimated  for  the  purposes  of 
calculating  the  Birth  Rate  and  another 
set  of  tigures  for  estimating  the  Death 
Rate.  The  figures  for  1920  are  :  for  Birth 
Rate,  3,572  ;  for  Death  Rate,  3,572. 

The  estimated  population  for  1920  is 
3,578. 

Births. — The  number  of  births  regis¬ 
tered  during  the  year  was  86 — Boys,  46  ; 
Girls,  40  ;  giving  a  birth  rate  of  24.07  per 
1,000  persons  living  in  the  district.  The 
birth  rate  for  1919  was  19.05. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  re¬ 
gistered  during  the  year  was  20 — Males, 
9 ;  Females,  11.  To  this  number  must 
be  added  eleven  transferable  deaths, 
which  gives  the  total  number  of  deaths 
registered  for  the  district  as  31 — Males, 
14  ;  Females,  17.  This  gives  a  death  rate 
of  8.3.  The  rate  for  1919  was  13.1. 

The  following  table  shows  the  ages  at 
which  deaths  occurred  in  the  district : — 

No.  of  Deaths. 


Under  1  year  . .  . .  . .  5 

1  year  and  under  2  years  . .  1 

2  years  and  under  5  years  .  .  0 

5  years  and  under  15  years  . .  0 

15  years  and  under  25  years  .  .  3 

25  years  and  under  45  years  . .  1 

45  years  and  under  65  years  . .  2 

65  years  and  upwards  . .  . .  8 

Total  . .  20 


There  were  five  deaths  under  one  year 
of  age,  giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate 
of  58.1.  The  rate  for  1919  was  44.1.  The 
average  age  of  these  infants  was  only  two 
days. 

The  following  table  giyes  the  mortality 
in  each  quarter  of  the  year  of  deaths 
occurring  in  the  district : — 


1st  Quarter  . 

Males. 

.  3 

Females. 

6 

Total. 

9 

2nd  Quarter. 

.  3 

2 

5 

3rd  Quarter  . 

.  1 

1 

2 

4th  Quarter  . 

.  2 

2 

4 

20 


In  the  following  table  I 
of  all  deaths  and  Hex  : — 

give 

the  causes 

Cause  of  Death. 

Males.  Females. 

Pulmonarv  Tuberculosis  . . 

1 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

.  . 

1 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

3 

1 

Bronchitis  *  . . 

1 

Pneumonia 

Rephritis  and  Brights 

2 

disease 

1 

Puerperal  fever 
Parturition  (apart  from 

1 

Puerperal  fever) 

.  . 

1 

Congenital  Debility 
Violence  (apart  from 

2 

2 

Suicide) 

2 

Suicide 

.  . 

1 

Other  defined  diseases 

4 

8 

14 

17 

— 

SANITARY  CONDITIONS 

OF  TnE 

DISTRICT. 

Water  Supply. — The  district  is  supplied 
with  a  good  constant  supply  of  water  by 
the  Urban  District  Council.  The  quality 
and  quantity  are  excellent.  There  is  no 
known  liability  to  contamination.  Mid- 
somer  Norton  and  Peasedown  are  also 
supplied.  The  water  from  the  town  supply 
has  been  submitted  to  the  County  Bacter¬ 
iologist  and  a  favourable  report  received 
from  him  thereon. 

During  the  year  a  row  of  twelve  cottages 
which  had  been  receiving  their  supply 
from  a  shallow  spring,  liable  to  surface 
contamination  have  been  connected  to 
the  town  supply. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — The  River  Somer, 
which  runs  through  the  district  from 
west  to  east,  becomes  offensive  during 
the  hot  weather,  from  the  pollution  it 
receives  from  the  Welton  Sewage  Works 
at  the  W.  boundary  of  the  district,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Midsomer  Norton  Urban 
District  Council.  It  is  understood  that 
the  latter  body  have  an  approved  scheme 
for  dealing  with  the  matter,  as  soon  as  the 
present  difficulties  of  contracting  for 
works  are  got  over. 

Meanwhile  in  that  part  of  my  district 
where  polluted  matter  settles  in  the  bed 
of  the  river,  near  to  the  centre  of  the  town, 
the  same  has  been  removed. 

Drainage  and  Sewage. — The  Council’s 
Sewage  Works  have  worked  efficiently 
during  the  year.  A  sample  of  effluent  sent 
to  the  County  Bacteriologist  in  December, 
1920,  for  analysis  was  reported  on  as 
follows  : — “  A  satisfactory  effluent  con¬ 
taining  no  excess  of  suspended  solids  or 
putrescible  matter  and  shewing  good 
nitrification.” 

Closet  Accommodation. — There  are  35 
earth  closets,  connected  with  ash-pits,  in 
the  district  supplying  the  needs  of  204 
people,  occupying  49  houses.  There  are 
204  hand-flushed  w.c.’s  and  523  fresh 
water  (cistern  flushed)  w.c.’s. 

Scavenging. — Refuse  is  removed  only  on 
request,  and  then  at  the  expense  of  the 
owner.  The  greater  number  of  houses 
have  gardens,  where  the  ashes,  etc.,  can 
be  disposed  of. 

In  my  opinion  the  Main  Road  from 
above  Mr.  Willmott’s  shop  to  the  top  of 
Wells  Hill  should  be  tarred  to  prevent  the 
dust  settling  on  food  exposed  for  sale. 


Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be 
controlled  by  Bye-Laws  and  Regulations.— 
There  are  no  offensive  trades  carried  on  in 
the  district.  Neither  are  there  any  Com¬ 
mon  Lodging  Houses.  There  are  no  bye¬ 
laws  in  force  for  the  regulation  of  houses 
let  as  lodgings. 

Schools. — Both  the  Council  and  Church 
Schools  are  in  a  good  sanitary  condition. 
The  water  supply  is  derived  from  the 
Council’s  supply,  and  the  drainage  of  both 
schools  is  connected  to  the  sewer.  Neither 
School  was  closed  during  the  year  for 
any  epidemic. 

Food. — ( Milk  Supply). — The  number  of 
persons  entered  on  the  register  is  four. 
The  number  of  cow-keepers  four.  The 
premises  have  been  inspected  during  the 
year  and  found  satisfactory.  I  should 
like  to  urge  on  the  Council  the  importance 
of  proper  veterinary  inspection  of  all  cows. 
It  is  often  quite  impossible  for  those  con¬ 
nected  with  the  cattle  to  know  whether 
the  cows  are  tubercular  or  not.  Several 
persons  who  are  keeping  a  cow  for  their 
own  immediate  purposes  have  when  the 
cows  have  been  in  full  milk,  sold  small 
quantities  to  their  neighbours  and  friends, 
but  the  Council  have  not  insisted  upon 
their  being  registered.  As  the  sale  is  more 
or  less  intermittent,  and  the  premises  on 
which  it  is  sold,  in  good  condition,  I  have 
not  advised  that  the  Council  should 
insist  on  registration  for  that  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  stop  the  sale  of  good  milk  and 
somewhat  cheaper  milk,  when  milk  is 
both  scarce  and  dear. 

Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order  1919. 
— The  Council  determined  in  March  last 
to  discontinue  the  provision  of  milk  at  a 
reduced  price  under  this  Order.  They 
were  of  opinion  that  the  scheme  was  too 
costly  for  a  small  district,  and  that  the 
money  for  the  purpose  should  be  provided 
out  of  Imperial  Funds. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — All  these 
have  from  time  to  time  been  inspected  and 
the  conditions  therein  found  satisfactory. 
There  are  in  the  district  nine  factories  and 
ten  workshops  within  the  meaning  of 
Sec.  149  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act  1901,  and  these  include  three  bakeries 
(one  a  factory  and  two  workshops). 

Meat  (Slaughter  Houses). — There  are 
two  licensed  slaughter  houses,  and  one 
registered  in  the  district.  These  have 
been  inspected  during  the  year  and  found 
satisfactory.  No  carcase  has  had  to  be 
condemned  on  account  of  tuberculosis. 

Number  of  Slaughter  Houses  in  use  in 
the  district  at  the  following  dates  : — 


In 

In  Jan.  In  Dec. 

1914. 

1920. 

1920. 

Registered 

1 

1 

1 

Licensed 

2 

2 

2 

3 

3 

3 

Other  Foods.- 

— A  quantity  of  fish 

on  in- 

spection  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  use. 
The  necessary  action  was  taken  to  ensure 
that  it  was  not  used  as  food. 

Bake  Houses. — The  number  on  the 
register  is  three.  These  on  inspection 
proved  to  be  well  kept  and  the  necessary 
cleansing  required  under  the  Acts  was 
carried  out. 


Notifiable  Infectious  Disease. — There 
were  17  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
during  the  year,  viz.  : — 


Pneumonia 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Other  Tuberculosis 
Diphtheria 

Influenzal  Pneumonia 
Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 


5 

4 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 


17 


Diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  supplied  free  by 
the  Council. 

Xo  case  of  encephalitis  lithuargica  has 
been  reported  during  the  year. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number 
of  notifications  received  in  each  quarter 
of  the  year  : — 


1st  Quarter 
2nd  Quarter 
3rd  Quarter 
4th  Quarter 


Xo.  of  Cases 
Xotified. 

6 

5 

5 

1 


There  was  no  death  from  influenza 
during  the  year.  The  rate  of  infectious 
disease  per  1,000  population  is  4.7.  The 
figure  for  last  year  being  7.04. 


Tuberculosis. — There  were  six  notifica¬ 
tions  of  tubercular  affections  during  the 
year.  Four  cases  of  pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  two  of  tuberculosis  of  other 
parts.  The  rate  per  1,000  population  is 

1.6.  Each  case  is  visited  by  the  County 
Health  Visitor,  and  the  necessary  pre¬ 
cautions  taken  to  prevent  as  far  as 
possible  infection  of  others.  Disinfection 
of  premises  is  carried  out  by  means  of 
Izal  Spray.  One  death  occurred  in  the 
district  as  the  result  of  tubercular  men¬ 
ingitis. 


The  Midsoiner  Xorton  and  Kadstock 
Tuberculosis  Care  Committee  are  a  j 
valuable  help  in  alleviating  the  sufferings  [ 
of  these  unfortunate  individuals.  Milk, 
blankets  and  other  necessities  aro  pro¬ 
vided  free  by  this  committee.  One  of  the 
County  Council’s  Tuberculosis  Dispen¬ 
saries  is  situated  in  this  district. 

Isolation  Hospital  situated  at  Westfield. 
— Two  cases  have  been  dealt  with  during 
the  year,  one  of  Erysipelas  and  one  of 
Diphtheria.  The  building  which  con¬ 
sisted  of  a  dwelling  house,  adapted  for 
the  purpose  has  been  sold,  and  the  pur-  I 
chaser  has  given  the  Council  notice  to 
determine  the  tenancy  on  the  25th  March, 
1921,  and  will  then  occupy  the  place  as  a 
dwelling  house. 


A  hospital  for  the  combined  districts  of 
the  Clutton  Rural  and  Midsomcr  Xorton 
and  Kadstock  Urban  Districts  respec¬ 
tively  is  to  be  built,  and  in  the  interval, 
the  best  means  of  isolation  will  have  to 
be  adopted  at  home,  for  any  patients 
suffering  from  an  infectious  disease,  or  in 
case  of  a  severe  epidemic,  a  hut  will  have 
to  be  obtained,  the  Council  owning  several 
acres  of  land  away  from  the  populated 
part  of  the  district,  where  the  same  might 
be  placed. 


Disinfection  of  Houses.  —  Formal  im 
spraying  and  fumigation  are  used  for 
living  rooms.  In  cases  of  tuberculosis  a 
one  in  50  Izal  spray  is  used.  Disinfectants 
are  supplied  free.  There  is  no  apparatus 
for  disinfecting  clothing  and  bedding. 
Arrangements  are  made  with  the  County 
Authorities  for  Chemical  and  Bacterio¬ 
logical  examinations. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.  —  Xo 
arrangements  exist  for  attending  to  the 
health  of  expectant  mothers.  Under  the 
County  Scheme  nursing  mothers  and  in¬ 
fants  are  regularly  visited  and  advice 
given.  The  Kadstock  and  Writhlington 
Nursing  Association  has  now  provided  a 
maternity  nurse  for  the  district.  This  ha  - 
provided  a  long  felt  want.  It  is  hoped  in 
the  near  future  to  have  a  second  nurse  as 
there  is  more  work  than  one  can  carry 
out. 


I  Sanitary  Staff. — The  Surveyor  to  the 
Council  is  also  Inspector  of  Xuisances, 
and  by  the  terms  of  his  appointment  finds 
his  own  assistants.  These  now  number 
three,  who  from  time  to  time  assist  in  the 
|  inspection  of  the  district  and  the  general 
1  rout  ine  work  connected  with  the  Inspector's 
duties. 

The  whole  of  the  premises  in  the 
District  have  been  inspected  from  time  to 
time  during  the  year,  by  the  Inspector  or 
his  Assistants.  The  defects  found  have 
been  principally  connected  with  the 
dwelling  houses,  and  are  more  particularly 
dealt  with  under  housing  conditions  in 
this  report. 

Apart  from  housing  the  inspections  have 
been  made  principally  for  the  purpose  of 
discovering  blocked  drains,  and  the  con¬ 
ditions  of  privies,  ash-pits  and  w.c.’s. 

The  attention  of  the  owners  have  been 
verbally  called  to  these  defects,  and  they 
have  had  them  remedied,  without  written 
notice  being  necessary,  no  statutory  notice 
having  been  issued  other  than  those  in 
connection  with  Housing. 


HOUSIXG. 

Appendices  Housing  Conditions. — The 
Council  have  had  plans  approved  for  the 
erection  of  118  houses,  and  they  are  now 
actively  engaged  in  the  erection  of  12  of 
these  by  direct  labour. 

Xo  houses  have  been  erected  during  the 
year  1920,  and  no  plans  approved  for 
the  erection  of  any.  Plans  were,  however, 
approved  for  the  conversion  of  offices 
into  a  dwelling  house,  but  the  work  has 
not  been  completed. 

During  the  year,  however,  a  considerable 
number  of  cottages  of  a  very  poor  type 
have  been  sold  by  auction,  in  many  cases 
the  actual  occupiers  buying  them.  During 
the  present  year  I  hope  to  find  that  these 
new  owners  will  have  the  more  glaring 
defects  connected  with  their  residences 
put  right  so  far  as  that  can  be  done. 
If  they  do  so,  I  think  that  the  Council 
will  be  well  advised,  not  to  take  any 
drastic  action  with  respect  to  defects 
that  cannot  be  remedied,  until  a  good 
supply  of  new  houses  is  available. 

With  regard  to  appendix  3  para.  2, 
although  the  orders  have  not  been  sub- 
tantially  carried  out  in  respect  to  the 
51  houses,  minor  repairs  have  been 
executed  in  connection  with  14  of  them. 

The  Council  knowing  the  difficulties 
connected  with  getting  work  done,  in  each 
case  gave  twelve  months'  time,  and  I 
trust  that  those  responsible  for  carrying 
out  the  work,  will  appreciate  the  spirit 
of  the  Council,  and  loyally  comply  with 
the  Orders  within  that  time. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  require  that 
copies  of  this  report  be  printed  and 
circulated. 

In  conclusion  I  have  to  thank  my 
colleagues  on  the  Council’s  Staff  for  the 
kind  and  cordial  help  I  have  received. 


APPENDICES. 

HOUSIXG  COX DITIOXS. 

Statistics. 

Year  ended  31st  December  1920. 

1. — General. 

(1)  Estimated  population,  3,578. 

(2)  General  death-rate,  8.3 

(3)  Death-rate  from  tuberculosis,  0.55. 

(4)  Infantile  mortality,  58.1. 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  of  all 
classes,  901. 

(6)  Number  of  working-class  dwelling- 
houses,  820. 

(7)  Number  of  new  working-class  houses 
erected,  none. 


2. — Unfit  Dwelling-Houses. 

I.  — Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts),  78. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which 
were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1910,  51. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found 
to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion,  none. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (ex¬ 
clusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 
preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation,  51. 

II.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of 
formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
i  officers,  none. 

III.  — Action  under  Statidory  Powers. 

.4.  Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the 
Housing.  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 

respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  repairs,  51. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which 

were  rendered  fit — 

(a)  by  owners,  none. 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in 

default  of  owners,  none. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  in¬ 
tention  to  close,  none. 

D.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health 
Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 
respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied,  none. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 

which  defects  were  remedied — 

(а)  by  owners,  none. 

(б)  by  Local  Authority  in 

default  of  owners,  none. 

C.  Proceedings  under  sections  17  and 
18  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.. 
Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made 

with  a  view  to  the  making  of 
Closing  Orders,  none. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made,  none. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit, 
none. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 

respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  wore  made,  none. 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  de¬ 

molished  in  pursuance  of  De¬ 
molition  Orders,  none. 

3. — Unhealthy  Areas. 

Areas  represented  to  the  Local  authority 
with  a  view  to  Improvement  Schemes 
under  (a),  Part  I.,  or  (b).  Part  II.,  of  the 
Act  of  1890  : — 

(1)  Name  of  area,  nil. 

(2)  Acreage,  nil. 

(3)  Number  of  working-class  houses 
in  area,  nil. 

(4)  Number  of  working-class  persons 
to  be  displaced,  nil. 

4.  — Number  of  houses  not  complying 
with  the  building  bye-laws  erected  with 
consent  of  Local  Authority  under  section 
25  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc., 
Act,  1919,  none. 

5.  Staff  engaged  on  housing  work  with, 
briefly,  the  duties  of  each  officer,  none. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  E.  SCALES, 

M.O.H. 


Radstock ;  17th  March,  1921. 


From 


REGISTER  OF 
i  st  day  of  January, 


RAINFALL  AT  RADSTOCK, 
1920,  to  31st  day  of  December, 


1920. 


Note.  Symon’s  Gauge,  Sin.  in  diameter,  is  used,  placed  in  an  exposed  position,  8ft.  from  the  ground  level,  behind 

the  residence  of  the  Surveyor,  which  is  330ft.  above  sea  level. 

Observations  taken  at  noon  each  day,  and  calculations  made  up  to  that  time. 


Month. 

Wet  Days 

1919. 

Wet  Days 

1920. 

Greatest  Fall 
on  the 

January 

19 

16 

I  Ith 

February 

8 

9 

19th 

March  .. 

*4 

1 1 

14th 

April  .. 

7 

'7 

Isth 

May 

6 

I  I 

2nd 

June 

3 

IO 

18th 

July 

9 

23 

24th 

August 

9 

7 

6th 

September 

9 

4 

1 4th 

October 

7 

9 

4  th 

November 

IO 

8 

1st 

December 

24 

I  I 

2nd 

125 

136 

Amount  in 
Inches. 

Smallest  Fall 
on  the 

Amount  in 
Inches. 

Daily  Average 
Wet  Days 
Only. 

Total 

1919- 

1*21 

15  th 

0-0/ 

o-33 

7-60 

0*29 

14th 

0-03 

0-13 

3-14 

0-62 

17th 

0*02 

0-23 

5-24 

o-S4 

2  I  St 

0-03 

0-25 

2-l6 

0*40 

I9th 

003 

0*17 

i  *16 

1 .68 

17th 

0-05 

036 

o-8i 

0-75 

27th 

003 

024 

2*92 

o*6 1 

l8th 

0*02 

0-25 

2-96 

0-15 

3rd 

0*02 

0*10 

i-8o 

079 

8th 

003 

o-35 

2-94 

079 

27th 

0-08 

0*27 

1  -55 

o-53 

25  th 

0-08 

o-34 

694 

39-22 

Total 

1920. 


5-25 

1- ig 

2- 57 
4-21 
1-87 

3- 60 
5-63 
172 
040 

3-21 
2  *  I  3 
37° 


35  48 


Memo. -The  average  annual  rainfall  in  the  British  Isles  for  the  35  years,  1881—19.5,  was  35.. o  inches  The 
average  number  of  wet  days  at  Radstock  from  190.  to  1919  inclusive  was  141  per  year  and  the  average 
rainfall  35  60  inches.  At  Bath  the  rainfall  for  1881  —  1915  averaged  29-80  inches  annually.  The 
greatest  fall  of  rain  in  the  British  Isles  in  1920  was  at  Seatlnvaite,  where  it  totalled  128.08  inches. 


GEO.  H.  GIBSON,  Surveyor, 

RADSTOCK  U.D.C. 


Radstock,  March,  1921. 


